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About the project
This project is carried out by researchers from Universiti Malaysia Sarawak and Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia. It attempts to examine the construction of identities in Malaysian Literature in English. One of the project’s aims is to investigate readers’ views on the portrayal of identities in selected literary texts by Malaysian writers in English. These views will be used by the researchers to develop a multiple identity literary analysis framework for understanding construction of identities in Malaysian literature in English. 

Participants in this project are required to read selected literary texts by Malaysian writers in English and complete the reading tasks by filling out this form. Their responses will be kept confidential and will only be used for research purposes. 

About the survey form
There are three (3) sections in this form.

Participants are required to fill up all sections and submit the completed form to the researcher or research assistant on duty.

For any further information, please contact Author.


Thank you for your participation!


Section 1: Demographic Information
	Age
	:

	Gender
	:

	Religion
	:

	Ethnicity
	:

	Place of origin
	:

	Highest level of education completed
	:

	Degree programme currently enrolled (if applicable)
	:



Section 2: Information on Reading 
	What kinds of fiction do you read?
	:

	How often do you read them?
	:

	What do you usually focus on when reading fiction? 
	:

	Have you ever focused on the portrayal of characters in the fiction you read and thought about why the writer creates such characters? 
	:



May we contact you about your input at a later date? If so, please provide your 
	Mobile number
	:

	Email address
	:




Section 3: Responses to Fiction
A. Read the given text and carry out the following tasks. You may write the responses in point forms.
	
	Write your responses in this column. 

	1. Identify the words or phrases used by the author (through the narrator’s viewpoint) to describe the main character’s sense of identity (e.g. ethnic, gender, sexual, religious, or national identity). 
	





	2. Identify the words or phrases used by the author (through the narrator’s viewpoint) to describe the main character’s sense of sense of identity (e.g. ethnic, gender, sexual, religious, or national identity) when he/she interacts with other characters. This can be seen in the words or phrases that the main character uses to describe his/her identity when interacting with others OR words or phrases that other characters use to describe the main character’s sense of identity.

	










	3. Identify the words or phrases used by the author to describe the story’s setting and its relation to the main character’s sense of identity (e.g. ethnic, gender, sexual, religious, or national identity).

	







B. Provide a brief commentary on the author’s portrayal of the main character’s sense of identity.

	
	Write your commentary in this column.

	Sample response:

The main character is portrayed as having various identities which include (elaborate further). I personally think that writer does this for a number of reasons (elaborate further). 

On a hind sight, I think that the author creates a sense of identity that is acceptable to the main character’s community and country. For example, the main character’s sense of ethnic identity adheres to the norms of the (specify the ethnicity) community (elaborate further). The main character’s sense of national identity, on the other hand, conforms to the acceptable definition of Malaysian identity (elaborate further).

	






C. [bookmark: _GoBack]Answer the questions below. You may write your responses in point forms.

	
	Write your responses in this column.

	1a. Does the writer’s portrayals of enhance your understanding of ______ identity (depending on the main character’s identity(ies) portrayed in the given text, for example, Malay identity)? Why/Why not?

1b. Does the writer’s portrayal of identity enhance your understanding of your own sense of identity (i.e. ethnic, gender, sexual, religious or national identity whichever is applicable)? Why/Why not?

	

	2. Depending on the main character’s identity(ies) portrayed in the given text, how should they be presented – in other words, what other aspect(s) of identity(ies) that the writer should have included in and why do you say so? 
	


	
3a. What is your definition of identity – ethnic, gender, sexual, religious and national identity in particular? 

3b. What are the sources that you usually refer to in providing this definitions?
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