Dear Editor,
[bookmark: _GoBack]I am writing to submit a manuscript for consideration as a regular article for the 3L: Language, Linguistic, and Literature journal. The manuscript is entitled “Linguistic Awareness and English Spelling Difficulties of Iranian EFL Students in Malaysia” by Maryam Alipour, Khazriyati Salehuddin, Siti Hamin Stapa. This article is original and the content has not been published elsewhere. All authors have also approved the paper for release and are in agreement with its content. In this study, spelling difficulties are classified as phonological, morphological, and orthographical difficulties in order to examine the correlation between spelling difficulties and the linguistic awareness of Iranian EFL students in Malaysia. The participants of the study were 41 Iranian EFL students (20 male and 21 female) who were selected purposefully from an Iranian secondary school in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. A pre-test post-test design adapting a set of tests from Tabrizi et al. (2013) was used to examine the correlation between linguistic awareness and spelling difficulties. Forty  words were selected from the second-year English textbook of Iranian EFL students in the pre-test and post-test. Based on the results of the pre-test, the most frequent types of errors were identified. They were related to the Visual Memory, Training Error, Listening Accuracy, Visual Accuracy, Dysgraphia and Visual Sequential Memory. Analysis of the data showed a significant correlation (r=0.763) between the participants’ linguistic awareness and phonological, morphological and orthographical spelling difficulties. It was concluded that children’s developing awareness of linguistic features can help them become more proficient language learners. Findings from this study can assist EFL teachers in mitigating the spelling difficulties among young learners. 
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