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Abstract
This paper studies the metaphorical representation of the socio-political and religious space called Nigeria in Stephen Kekeghe’s collection of poems, Rumbling Sky (2020), which won the Association of Nigerian Authors prize for poetry in 2020. The paper observes that several of the ills ravaging the Nigerian space are reflected and represented in this poetry collection. Out of the thirty-eight poems in the entire collection, four are purposively selected for a detailed and rigorous analysis. The paper follows the conceptual metaphor approach which believes in several correspondences between two conceptual domains with mappings between the conceptual domains. It adopts the Critical Stylistic approach as its linguistic approach and Naming and Describing as its textual-conceptual function. The findings reveal that Stephen Kekeghe’s Rumbling Sky is an adequate representation and reflection of the Nigerian space in poetry. It further reveals that the ills of the political ruling class and the tacit connivance of the Nigerian presidency are responsible for the continuity of the ills.
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