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APPENDIX A
Table outlining lexical choices challenging hegemonic constructs in The King's Speech[image: A close-up of a document
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APPENDIX B
Table outlining metaphors constructing emotional and psychological representations of masculinity in The King's Speech
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# Semantic Example Line Analysis

1 Rejection of Lionel “In here, it’s This dialogue disrupts the rigid hierarchical relationship
Hierarchical Logue’s better if we’re expected between a king and his subject, subverting
Authority insistence on  equals.” traditional notions of authority tied to masculinity.

equality Logue reframes masculinity as relational and
collaborative.

2 Emotional Bertie’s “I’m not a king! This emotional confession contrasts with the stoic
Vulnerability as  breakdown I’'m just a man... masculinity traditionally associated with leadership. It
Leadership during I’'m justa frames Bertie’s vulnerability as central to his growth

therapy stammerer!” and leadership, integrating emotional honesty into
masculinity.

3  Roleof The dynamic  Elizabeth: “You Elizabeth’s support highlights a partnership dynamic
Supportive between can’t keep doing that subverts patriarchal norms of men as sole providers
Relationships Bertie and this, Bertie.” of strength. The film emphasizes interdependence and

Elizabeth mutual emotional support.

4 Vulnerability in  Bertie’s first ~ The King Bertie’s courage and vulnerability are foregrounded in

Public Spaces public speech stammers initially this public moment. By embracing imperfection, he
as King but completes the  challenges patriarchal ideals of flawless leadership,
address with emphasizing perseverance and authenticity over

Logue’s support.  invulnerability.

5  Resistance to King George “Get it out, boy!”  This harsh tone epitomizes toxic masculinity, stressing
Toxic V’s dominance and repression. Bertie’s growth through
Masculinity authoritarian collaborative relationships critiques this model,

demeanor advocating for compassion and understanding as
alternatives to rigidity.

6  Subversion of Logue’suse  “Do you know the Logue’s humor challenges the formalities of traditional
Traditional of humor to ‘F” word?” masculinity, creating a relaxed environment where
Roles through ease tension Bertie can explore his vulnerabilities. This highlights
Humor the importance of playfulness in personal growth and

reframing masculinity.

7  Emphasis on Logue’s “Youdon’thave  This approach contrasts with patriarchal expectations of
Process Over focus on to be afraid of immediate success and perfection. Logue fosters a
Perfection incremental ~ mistakes.” growth mindset, framing persistence and learning as

progress strengths. This reframes masculinity to value
adaptability and emotional resilience.

8  Physical Burden Metaphor of  “It’s like aheavy = The metaphor externalizes the emotional and
the weight of  stone upon my psychological pressures of leadership. This highlights
the crown chest.” the toll of societal expectations, reframing vulnerability

as an inevitable aspect of masculine responsibility.

9 Internalized Metaphor of  “The monster This imagery personifies Bertie’s fear of public
Anxiety "the monster comes whenever I  speaking, making his vulnerability relatable and visible.

in the speak in public.”  The metaphor challenges traditional masculinity by
shadows" framing anxiety as a common and humanizing
experience.

10  Fragility and Symbolism “I feel like a This metaphor symbolizes Bertie’s emotional fragility
Resilience of “a cracked cracked vessel while emphasizing his resilience in navigating public

vessel” trying to hold and private struggles. It critiques the rigid ideal of
water.” emotional invulnerability in traditional masculinity.

11  Emotional Logue’suse  “We’ll tackle this Logue’s inclusive language fosters collaboration and
Connection of inclusive  together.” mutual trust, challenging the individualistic nature of

pronouns traditional masculinity and advocating for relational

strength.
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# Metaphor Example Analysis
1 The Microphone as a "The microphone looms Symbolizes the King’s fear and anxiety about
"Monster" ahead like an intimidating public speaking, externalizing his inner
creature." struggles.

2 "A Death March" "Bertie approaches...like a Captures the emotional weight and fear
death march." Bertie associates with speaking publicly.

3 Marbles as Futility "Insert marbles! He can Highlights the futility of traditional methods,
insert his own bloody showing the tension between societal
marbles!" expectations and personal challenges.

4  The Penguin Story "A penguin, unable to hold [lustrates feelings of inadequacy while the
his princesses." resolution offers hope and transformation.

5  "A Beached Fish" "Bertie gulps for air like a Depicts the King’s physical and emotional
beached fish." struggle during moments of public speaking.

6  "Trapped in a Cage" "It’s like being trapped in a Reflects the restrictive nature of royal duties
cage with no escape."” and societal expectations.

7  "The Weight of the "The crown is too heavy for =~ Emphasizes the immense pressure and

Crown" me." emotional burden associated with leadership
roles.

8 "Speechasa "Every word is like stepping  Highlights the courage required to face

Battlefield" into a battlefield." challenges, reframing vulnerability as a
strength.

9  "The Shadow of the "Always in the shadow of the Portrays feelings of inadequacy and

Throne" throne, never the light." marginalization within the rigid hierarchy of
the monarchy.

10 "Climbing a "Every word feels like Symbolizes the monumental effort and

Mountain" climbing Everest." determination required to overcome personal
struggles.

11 "A Cracked Vessel" "I feel like a cracked vessel, ~ Highlights emotional fragility and the toll of
unable to hold anything suppressing vulnerability.
together."

12 "A Silent Roar" "My thoughts are a silent Captures the frustration of unexpressed
roar, loud inside but unheard  emotions, reflecting the constraints of
by others." traditional masculinity.

13 "The Wall of Words"  "Every sentence is like Ilustrates the barriers Bertie faces in
hitting a wall of words." expressing himself, emphasizing the

difficulty of articulating vulnerability.

14 "The Voice of Stone" "I feel like my voice is made  Portrays the King’s speech impediment as an
of stone—hard, immovable." unyielding obstacle.

15 "Shattered Glass" "[ feel like shattered glass, Represents Bertie’s fragile state of mind
scattered and broken." under the pressure of societal expectations.

16 "Drowning in Silence" "It’s like drowning, but no Reflects isolation and helplessness caused by
one can see the water." his inability to communicate effectively.

17 "Carrying a Stone" "Every word feels like I’'m Highlights the emotional and physical
carrying a stone uphill." challenges of meeting societal expectations.

18 "Shadowed by the "The crown looms over me,  Symbolizes the oppressive presence of royal

Crown" casting its shadow expectations in Bertie’s life.
everywhere I go."

19 "A Fragile Shell" "I’m like a shell, hard on the =~ Captures the disconnect between external
outside but hollow within." composure and internal struggle.

20 "Lost in a Maze" "Words feel like a maze, Depicts the confusion and frustration Bertie

twisting and turning, with no
way out."

experiences while attempting to speak.
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21 "The Weight of "Words sit on my chest like a  Highlights the immense pressure of
Words" weight I cannot lift." expressing himself, externalizing the
emotional toll of societal expectations.

22 "A House Without "I’m like a house without Reflects feelings of exposure and insecurity,

Walls" walls—everything exposed." emphasizing sensitivity and vulnerability.

23 "Frozen in Place" "I feel frozen, unable to Portrays the emotional and physical paralysis
move or speak." of vulnerability under societal pressures.

24 "A Storm Inside" "It’s like a storm raging Captures Bertie’s internal turmoil, showing
inside, but I can’t let it out."  how suppressed emotions reflect his fragility.

25 "A Bird Without "I feel like a bird without Highlights feelings of helplessness and

Wings" wings, unable to fly." limitations, framing vulnerability as central
to his identity.

26 "Chains of "[ feel bound by chains, Represents the weight and constraints of

Expectation" unable to move freely." societal and familial expectations.
27 "A Voice Choked by "My voice feels choked, as if ~ Externalizes his anxiety and fear, linking his
Fear" fear grips my throat." speech struggles to emotional vulnerability.
28 "Walking on a "Every speech is like Reflects the precariousness and tension of
Tightrope" walking on a tightrope—one  balancing public expectations with personal
misstep, and I fall." insecurities.

29 "A Silent Prison" "It feels like I’'m trapped ina  Captures the isolation and suppression of his
prison of silence." voice, portraying societal norms as

restrictive.

30 "A Crumbling "I feel like a building witha  Highlights the internal instability and

Foundation" crumbling foundation, barely emotional fragility Bertie feels as a leader.
holding together."

31 "The Mirror That "When I see myself in the Reflects Bertie’s fractured self-image,

Distorts" mirror, | don’t recognize the  emphasizing the tension between his public
man staring back." and private identities.

32 "The Ocean of Words" "It’s like being lost in an Represents the overwhelming and
ocean of words, unsure of disorienting nature of his struggle to
where to begin." communicate.

33 "The Heavy Mantle" "The mantle of leadership Externalizes the pressure of leadership and
feels heavy on my societal expectations.
shoulders."

34 "A Broken Clock" "I’m like a broken clock, out = Symbolizes feelings of inadequacy and the
of sync with the world." inability to meet societal expectations.

35 "The Floodgates of "If I let the fear out, it feels Portrays the intensity of suppressed

Fear" like a flood will drown me."  emotions, showing the conflict between
vulnerability and societal norms.

36 "The Fortress of "The expectations feel likea  Highlights the rigid constraints of traditional

Expectations" fortress I cannot escape.” masculinity, likening them to an unyielding
fortress.

37 "A Whisper in the "My words feel like whispers Reflects his struggle to be heard and the

Wind" lost in the wind." fragility of his voice, amplifying his
vulnerability.

38 "A Puppet on Strings"  "Sometimes, | feel like a Captures Bertie’s sense of being controlled
puppet, pulled by strings I by societal norms and royal obligations,
cannot see." showing a lack of agency.

39 "A Locked Door" "It’s like there’s a locked Represents the disconnect between his
door between my mind and thoughts and speech, highlighting his
my voice." frustration and sense of limitation.

40 "A Shattered Shield" "My confidence feels like a Highlights his emotional vulnerability,

shattered shield, offering no
protection."

contrasting with the traditional image of
invulnerable masculinity.
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41 "A Ghostofa Voice"  "It’s like my voice is a ghost, Symbolizes the King’s sense of
barely there and fading." insignificance and his struggle to express
himself.
42 "The Shadow of "I live in the shadow of Reflects the pressure of unattainable
Perfection” perfection, always failing to  standards and the internal conflict of living in
measure up." others' expectations.
43  "The Ice That Cracks" "I'm like ice cracking under =~ Depicts the emotional toll of meeting societal
pressure, breaking apart." expectations, highlighting fragility under
stress.
44 "A Candle Flickering "My voice feels like a candle =~ Reflects the fragility and resilience of his
in the Wind" flickering in the wind, efforts to persist despite vulnerability.
struggling to stay lit."
45 "The Cliff of "Speaking feels like standing  Captures the fear and stakes of public
Uncertainty" at the edge of a cliff, unsure ~ speaking, emphasizing vulnerability and the
if I’11 fall." fear of failure.
46 "The Stammer as a "It feels like a beast inside Personifies his stammer as an adversary,
Beast" me, clawing to get out but externalizing his struggle and framing
keeping me silent." vulnerability as a fight against societal
norms.
47 "The Flood of "Letting go feels like Highlights the release of suppressed
Emotion" opening a floodgate, emotions, portraying vulnerability as both
releasing everything at once." overwhelming and transformative.
48 "The Heavy Burden" "Every word feels like lifting  Reflects the immense effort required to
a heavy burden." articulate himself, externalizing the
emotional weight of vulnerability.
49 "The Open Wound" "Every stammer feels like an ~ Conveys the emotional exposure and pain
open wound for all to see." associated with his speech struggles,
emphasizing sensitivity and fragility.
50 "The Invisible Chains" "I’'m bound by invisible Represents the constraints of societal
chains, holding me back." expectations and internalized norms,
highlighting the struggle for freedom and
self-expression.
51 "ABird in a Cage" "I’m like a bird in a cage, Captures the tension between desire for
longing to fly." freedom and the constraints of tradition and
responsibility.
52 "A Broken Mirror" "I see a fractured image Reflects his shattered self-perception and the
staring back at me." difficulty in reconciling his public and
private identities.
53 "The Chains of "The weight of tradition feels Highlights the oppressive expectations of
Tradition" like chains dragging me royal duty and the struggle to break free from
down." them.
54 "The Unseen Battle" "Every word is a battle, Frames his internal struggle as a quiet act of
fought and won in silence." courage, emphasizing resilience in
vulnerability.
55 "A Bridge to "Speaking feels like stepping  Symbolizes the futility and frustration he
Nowhere" onto a bridge that leads feels in his attempts to meet expectations,

nowhere."

reflecting his vulnerability and self-doubt.





