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Book Review/Ulasan Buku

Dark Clouds At Dawn: A Political Memoir by Said Zahari. 2001. Kuala
Lumpur: Insan; pages 316. Reviewed by Lee Poh Ping.

There are many who, after having been involved in potitical life, are much in-
clined to write their memoirs, in part to set the record straight over certain events
in which they might have been involved in, and in part, as a general justification
of their role. This is particularly the case with the ‘victors’. They are mainly
those who have emerged triumphant in the political struggle and who would
have held high office. In some cases, money is not an unimportant consider-
ation. For example, the purported sum of Us$12 million reportedly oftered to
Clinton must surely be a powerful inducement to him to write his memeirs! Of
late in Malaysia and Singapore,we are getting accounts from the *losers’, those
from the left. One is about Lim Chin Siong (not strictly a personal memoir as he
passed away a few yecars ago) by scholars and many of his former political
colleagues. Another, published about the same time, is a political memoir by Said
Zahari, Dark Clouds at Dawn.

Said Zahari had been a significant journalistic figure in the then Malaya,
and in Singapore, an important political and journalistic personality. He was the
editor of the influential Malay daily, Utusar Melayu, at the time of the famous
strike in 1961, and for which he was made persona non grata in Malaya in
September of the same year by Malaya’s first Prime Minister, Tunku Abdul
Rahman. This was only revoked twenty eight years later in May 1989 by Dr.
Mahathir. Said had been the president of Partai Rakyat Singapura (People’s
Party of Singapore — PRS) in 1963, and before that a much sought afier figure by
the two contending political groups in Singapore, the PAP and the Barisan
Sacialis. In particular, Lee Kuan Yew was anxious that, even if Said did not join
him, he should not ‘drift’ to the left. Lee Kuan Yew’s anxiety was not allayed with
Said assuming the presidency of the PRS in February 1963, Hours afier assuming
the presidency, Said was thrown into jail under Operation Cold Store, where he
remained until 1979.

The memoir is an account of the happy boyhood of Said as a Malay of
Javanese descent in a kampong in Singapore and his subsequent political in-
volvement as he grew up. Two events were crucial to his political awakening: the
Japanese occupation of Singapore and the Malay fight against the Malayan
Union. The former made him aware that independence could be sought from the
British and the latter instilled in him a desire for political involvement when he
saw the Malays united to take on the British. But it was only through his entry
into journalism that he entered into the world of politics . His active political
participation was however short-lived as he was subsequently incarcerated for
nearly seventeen years.
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The memoir is the record of a man who wished to put his (and also his
political supporters) side of the story, how he had been a victim of injustice,
deprived of his liberty, and falsely accused of many things by what he calls
‘political interests’. It is also an attempt to explain, if not justify, to his family for
the years cut off from them by his incarceration. Particularly interesting is his
version of many events. Here are two examples. One is his account about how
his close friend, Salim Kajai, confronted the then editor of Utusan Melayu, Yusof
Ishak, over the famous case of Samad Ismail’s ‘exile’ to Jakarta. Yusof Ishak was
forced to admit that it was not his doing, implying he, Yusof, had been pressured
by some higher political authority (probably either the Tunku or Lee Kuan Yew)
to do so. In another case, Said himself confronted Chin Peng, the Secretary-
General of the Communist Party of Malaya (CPM), in Bangkok in 1999 over the
role played by the ‘Plen’ (short for Plenipotentiary), a CPM emissary who had
clandestinely met and negotiated with Lee Kuan Yew in the late 1950s. Said was
angry with the Plen who, then out of a desire to form an united front with the
PAP, sought to prove to Lee Kuan Yew that he was ‘somebody’ in the left. This
he did by carrying out Lee’s desire that an important figure in David Marshall’s
Workers Party should resign, and that not a single PRS candidate should be
elected in the general elections in 1959. The Plen got nothing in return from Lee
Kuan Yew. Said wrote that Chin Peng pointed to the difficulties of communica-
tion then and urged him not to put the blame solely on the Plen. He, Chin Peng,
as CPM’s Secretary-General then, would take personal responsibility for the Plen
debacle.

Said’s memoir will surely be disputed as his version of many events would
be at variance with official accounts. For example, when a correspondent in the
International Herald Tribune wrote about how this memoir offered an account
of history quite different from the Singaporean official account, a Singapore
government representative wrote to the Tribune in critique of the memoir, espe-
cially of the veracity of Said's account as to the reason for his continued deten-
tion even after the political struggle was apparently over. It is also likely that
many non-official but non-leftist intellectuals might similarly question his inter-
pretation of events. All these notwithstanding, this is the memoir of a man who
stood by his political principles at the cost of his own freedom. Particularly
refreshing and moving is his account of his close personal and political friend-
ship with many of the Chinese left of Singapore. One would have thought that
an aging Malay political figure in these times and having his memoir published
in Kuala Lumpur would downplay his relationship with this group and overplay
his devotion to Malay causes. Not Said Zahari. While obviously proud of his
Malay roots, as seen in the early part of his memoir, he nevertheless appreciated
the struggle of the Chinese left. He writes of his respect and friendship for Lim
Chin Siong and how Lim, like him, had been so unjustly maligned by the authori-
ties with appellations such as ‘communist’ or ‘foreign agent’. A particularly
moving account is in the last chapter before the epilogue. There he describes
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how in the late 1940°s he was at a rally in Farrer Park, Singapore and how in the
confusion when shouts of ‘Merdeka’ (Independence) filled the air, a Chinese lad
asked him to join his queue. Upon asking this young boy as to what queue he
{Said) had joined, the boy calmly replied that it was the Communist Party of
Malaya. ‘I was not sure’, writes Said, ‘if the young lad thought [ wasn’t happy to
have joined him in the queue. I wasn’t sure either if he himself was a communist.
It did not occur to me to ask. But, [ certainly don’t regret having gone to Farrer
Park that morning. If anything, I only wish I had come to know the lad better’.
The Chinese left, to Said ,was not the ogre they were to many Malays but human
beings like him willing to sacrifice their careers, their freedom, and even their
lives for the betterment of humanity.

Said’s memoir is not badly written. It is in fact quite readable. To those who
might like to know something about a part of Malaysian and Singaporean his-
tory differently from standard accounts, you could read this memoir.

Professor Lee Poh Ping
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Panduan Kepada Penyumbang

SKOP

Akademika ialah sebuah jurnal berwasit yang komited kepada perkembangan
ilmu pengetahuan dengan menggalakkan perbincangan mengenai pelbagai
cabang sains kemasyarakatan dan kemanusiaan. Jurnal ini menerbitkan artikel,
ulasan buku, dan nota penyelidikan yang menarik minat para satjana, terutamanya
daripada segi kandungan dan pendekatannya.

Akademika diterbitkan oleh sebuah Lembaga Editorial yang bebas, terdiri
daripada ahli-ahli akademik Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia. Selain itu, para
sarjana terkenal daripada universiti-universiti dalam dan luar negara pula dilantik
untuk menganggotai Lembaga Penasihat jurnal ini.

PROSEDUR PENYERAHAN MANUSKRIP

Akademika menerbitkan manuskrip yang ditulis dalam Bahasa Melayu. Walau
bagaimanapun, manuskrip dalam Bahasa Inggeris juga diterima.

Manuskrip yang diserahkan untuk diterbitkan dalam jurnal ini hendaklah
merupakan karya asli yang belum pernah diterbitkan atau tidak dihantar untuk
pertimbangan oleh mana-mana penerbitan lain,

Dua salinan manuskrip, ditaip selang dua baris di atas kertas bersaiz A4,
hendaklah diserahkan kepada Ketua Editor, 4kademika, Fakulti Sains
Kemasyarakatan dan Kemanusiaan, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia, 43600
Bangi, Selangor Darul Ehsan, Malaysia.

Para penulis yang manuskripnya telah diterima untuk penerbitan dikehendaki
menghantar sesalinan manuskrip akhir yang telah disunting beserta dengan
salinan fail dalam disket 3.5". Satu nota ringkas biografi penulis perlu disertakan
bersama-sama dengan manuskrip. Semasa manuskrip masih dalam pertimbangan
Lembaga Editorial, para penulis bertanggungjawab menghubungi editor untuk
memaklumkan tentang sebarang perubahan alamat.

FORMAT DAN GAYA

Tajuk sesuatu manuskrip perlulah ringkas, deskriptif, dan seharusnya tidak
melebihi 15 perkataan. Setiap manuskrip harus mempunyai abstrak (150 hingga
250 perkataan) dalam Bahasa Melayu dan Bahasa Inggeris yang memerihalkan
isi-isi utamanya. Pihak editor akan memberikan bantuan kepada penulis yang
tidak dapat menyediakan abstrak dalam Bahasa Melayu. Abstrak harus diiringi
dengan 3 kata kunci (dipisahkan dengan koma) berkaitan dengan kandungan
manuskrip bagi tujuan sistem pengesanan komputer.

Semua ilustrasi termasuk rajah, carta dan graf, mesti dilabel dan disediakan
dalam halaman yang berasingan daripada teks. Kedudukan ilustrasi seperti yang
dikehendaki dalam teks hendaklah ditanda dengan jelas. Semua ilustrasi ini harus
dirujuk dan dinomborkan secara berturutan sebagai rajah. Semua ilustrasi



hendaklah sama ada dilukis dengan jelas menggunakan dakwat kekal, difotograf-
kan dalam bentuk hitam putih atau warna dan dicetak di atas kertas yang bermutu,
atau dalam bentuk imej digital, dan disediakan dalam bentuk camera-ready.

Rujukan dalam teks hendakiah menggunakan sistem nama penulis dan diikuti
oleh tahun penerbitan yang diletakkan dalam kurungan. Satu senarai mijukan
yang disusun mengikut abjad hendaklah dimasukkan di bahagian akhir sesebuah
manuskrip. Kesemua rujukan yang dipetik dalam teks haruslah muncul dalam
senarai rujukan. Para penulis bertanggungjawab memastikan ketepatan dan
kesempurnaan maklumat dalam senarai rujukan. Semua manuskrip mesti mengikut
garis panduan ruyjukan The Chicago Manual of Style (University of Chicago
Press). Gaya mjukan yang digunakan harusiah konsisten di semua bahagian
manuskrip. Nota kaki dan lampiran hanya digunakan apabila ianya sangat-sangat
diperlukan. Nota kaki hendaklah ditaip di bahagian margin bawah sesuatu halaman
dan ditanda dengan jelas datam teks.

HAKCIPTA

Para penulis bertanggungjawab sepenuhnya bagi memastikan manuskrip mercka
tidak melanggar mana-mana hakcipta yang sedia ada. Penulis juga membayar
gantirugi kepada para editor dan penerbit ke atas sebarang pelanggaran terhadap
hakcipta. Para penulis seharusnya mendapatkan keizinan untuk menerbitkan
semula atau mengubahsuai bahan-bahan yang mempunyai hakcipta, dan me-
nunjukkan bukti keizinan tersebut semasa menyerahkan naskhah akhir manuskrip.

PROSES PEWASITAN

Sesebuah manuskrip akan dinilai dan diwasitkan oleh Lembaga Editorial dan
sekurang-kurangnya scorang wasit bebas. Keputusan tentang penerbitan
sesebuah manuskrip didasarkan kepada saranan ahli-ahli lembaga ini. Sesebuah
manuskrip akan dinilai berasaskan kesesuaiannya dengan Akademika,
sumbangan kepada disiplin ilmu, kejituan analisis, keluasan konsepsual,
persembahan yvang jelas, dan kesempurnaan teknikal. Bagi memastikan sescbuah
manuskrip dinilai semata-mata berdasarkan meritnya, identiti penulis semasa
proses pewasitan tidak didedahkan kepada wasit. Nama penuh dan afiliasi semua
penulis manuskrip hendaklah dinyatakan pada halaman depan yang dibuat secara
berasingan dengan manuskrip. Manuskrip yang diserahkan oleh mana-mana
anggota Lembaga Editorial juga tertakluk kepada prosedur pewasitan yang sama.

NASKHAH SEMAKAN, OFF-PRINTS DAN ALAMAT

Satu set pruf akan dihantar kepada penulis bagi tujuan penyemakan kesilapan
percetakan. Adalah menjadi tanggungjawab penulis untuk memaklumkan sebarang
pembetulan kepada Lembaga Editorial. Para penulis akan dibekalkan dengan 20 off-
prints manuskrip sebaik sahaja ia diterbitkan beserta dengan satu naskhah jurnal
vang mengandungi manuskrip berkenaan. Sila nyatakan alamat semua penulis
manuskrip (termasuk nombor telefon, faks dan e-mail) bagi tujuan surat menyurat.



Guide to Contributors

SCOPE

Akademika is a refereed journal committed to the advancement of scholarly
knowledge by encouraging discussion of the several branches of the social
sciences and humanities, The journal publishes articles, book reviews, and
research notes whose content and approach are of interest to a wide range of
scholars.

Akademika is published by an autonomous Editorial Board drawn from the
faculty of Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (the National University of Malay-
sia). In addition, distinguished scholars from local and foreign universities have
been appointed to serve on the Advisory Board of the journal.

SUBMISSION PROCEDURE

The journal publishes manuscripts written in the Malay language, while submis-
sions in English are also accepted.

Manuscripts submitted to the journal for publication should be original
contributions and must not have been previously published or be under consi-
deration by any other publication.

Two copies of the manuscript, typed with double spacing on A4 paper,
should be submitted to the Editor-in-Chief, Akademika, Facuity of the Social
Sciences and Humanities, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia, 43600 Bangi,
Selangor Darul Ehsan, Malaysia. The manuscript should be accompanied by a
short biographical note about the author(s).

An author(s} whose manuscript has been accepted for publication will be
required to send a hard copy as well as an electronic file copy (on a 3.5" diskette)
of the final, edited version of the manuscript. While a manuscript is under con-
sideration, be sure to inform the editor of any change in address.

FORMAT AND STYLE

The title of a manuscript should be concise, descriptive and preferably not
exceeding 15 words. The manuscript must include an abstract, describing its
main points, in English and Malay of within 150 - 250 words. For authors who are
unable to provide the Malay version of the abstract, the editor will provide
assistance. The abstract should be followed by 5 keywords (separated by com-
mas) identifying the manuscript’s content for retrieval systems.

All illustrations, including figures, charts and graphs, must be labelled and
supplied on pages separate from the text. The desired placement in the text
shouid be clearly indicated. These illustrations should be referred to and num-
bered serially as figures. All illustrations should be clearly drawn in permanent
ink or photographed in sharp black and white or colour and reproduced in the



form of high-contrast glossy prints or digital images and provided in camera-
ready form.

References in the text should be denoted by giving the name(s) of the
author(s) with the year of publication in parenthesis. All alphabetically ordered
references list should be included at the end of the manuscripts. All references
cited in the text must appear in the reference list. Authors are responsible for the
accuracy and completeness of all information in the reference. Manuscripts
must conform to the references guidelines in The Chicago Manual of Style
{University of Chicago Press). The references style adopted should be consis-
tent throughout the manuscript. Footnoted information and appendices should
only be used if they arc absolutely necessary. The footnote should be type
written on the bottom margin of the page and appropriately marked in the text.

COPYRIGHT

It is the author’s responsibility to ensure that his or her submitted work does not
infringe any existing copyright. Furthermore, the author indemnifies the editors
and publisher against any breach of such a warranty. Authors should obtain
permission to reproduce or adapt copyrighted material and provide evidence of
approval upon submitting the final version of a manuscript.

REVIEW PROCESS

Manuscripts will be reviewed by the Editorial Board and at least one indepen-
dent referee. Decisions regarding the publication of a manuscript will be based
on the Board’s recommendations. The manuscript will be evaluated based on its
appropriateness for Akademika, contribution to the discipiine, cogency of analy-
sis, conceptual breadth, clarity of presentation, and technical adequacy. To
ensure that manuscripts are evaluated solely on their merit, the author’s identity
identity is concealed from referees during the review process. The full names
and affiliations of all authors should appear on a separate cover page of the
manuscript. Manuscripts submitted by members of the journal’s Editorial Board
are subjected to the same review procedure.

PROOFS, OFF-PRINTS AND ADDRESS

One set of proofs will be sent to the author(s) to be checked for printer’s errors
and it is the responsibility of the author(s) to submit corrections to the Editorial
Board. Each author will be provided with 20 off-prints of the manuscript after
publication and one complimentary copy of the journal in which the manuscript
appears. Please indicate the address of the author(s) (including phone numbers,
fax numbers and/or e-mail addresses) to whom correspondence may be sent.
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