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Guest Editor’s Note 
 
 

As a guest editor, it is a great honor for me to speak to the readers of this prestigious journal, 
Akademika: Southeast Asia Social Sciences and Humanities. The complex interrelationship 
between society and the law has always been dynamic, influenced by changes in societal values, 
historical developments, and technological breakthroughs. The moral, political, and economic 
frameworks that direct our interactions are reflected in law, which is more than just a collection of 
rules and regulations. Therefore, in order to handle the new opportunities and challenges that arise 
in our societies, legal scholarship must constantly change. As stated in Sustainable Development 
Goal 16 (SDG 16), the role of law in advancing justice, peace, and robust institutions is another 
essential component of law and society. Legal experts talk about ways to support open judicial 
procedures, defend against human rights abuses, and fortify institutions. In the quest for 
sustainable development, conforming national legal systems to international human rights norms 
continues to be a top priority. 

Therefore, the effect of law on equality and social justice is one of the main topics covered 
in this edition. Legal frameworks have played a significant role in advancing democratic values, 
safeguarding marginalized communities, and influencing civil rights movements in numerous 
jurisdictions. But even with these improvements, there are still large gaps in access to justice, 
especially for vulnerable groups. This issue looks at legal reforms that try to close these gaps and 
explore how the law can be used to promote social change instead of upholding the status quo. 
Secondly, the public's confidence in legal institutions is also directly impacted by criminal justice, 
which continues to be a pillar of society and the law. Urgent reforms are required to address 
modern issues like wrongful convictions and accused rights. Legal discourse continues to focus on 
striking a balance between individual rights and public safety, emphasizing the necessity of 
criminal justice systems that place equal emphasis on rehabilitation and punishment. 

Since the nexus of law and medicine continues to pose difficult moral and legal 
conundrums, medico-legal issues are also heavily featured in this edition. Legal frameworks are 
significantly impacted by issues like patient rights and bioethics. To protect patient rights and the 
obligations of medical professionals, the legal community must stay up to date with regulatory 
changes as medical advancements grow rapidly. The COVID-19 pandemic, for example, has 
significantly tested legal systems worldwide, raising concerns over public health mandates, 
vaccine distribution ethics, and healthcare access inequalities. These issues remain pertinent as 
societies navigate post-pandemic recovery and future public health crises. 

The relationship between law and society is also evident in the evolving nature of human 
rights. Issues such as freedom of expression, migration law, labor law, and transnational justice 
have taken center stage in global legal discussions. As conflicts, displacement, and political 
transformations reshape societies, the legal community must continually reassess the frameworks 
that govern human rights protections. This Special Section provides a platform for critical debates 
on how legal institutions can adapt to safeguard fundamental freedoms while responding to 
emerging social and political challenges. In an era of digital transformation, where social media 
platforms have become battlegrounds for free speech and censorship, legal scholars are called to 
examine the implications of new forms of communication on democracy and governance. 
Finally, it is a privilege for me as guest editor to add to this important conversation by bringing 
together a variety of viewpoints that deepen our comprehension of how the law shapes society. I 
want to express my sincere gratitude to the writers, editors, and reviewers whose commitment and 
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knowledge have enabled this issue. Their combined efforts guarantee that this journal will continue 
to be a premier venue for academic debates that improve the interaction between society and the 
law. 

I urge readers to participate in the stimulating discussion this issue offers and to keep 
promoting legal scholarship in ways that have a significant social impact. Our combined efforts to 
innovate, adapt, and maintain justice in a world that is constantly changing will determine the 
future of the legal system. We can make sure that legal institutions continue to be responsive to 
societal demands and advance justice, democracy, and human dignity by conducting ongoing 
research, discussions, and advocacy. 

The role of law is not static; it must continuously evolve to meet the needs of a changing 
society. By fostering legal scholarship and encouraging multidisciplinary approaches, we can 
ensure that legal systems remain just, inclusive, and effective. The discussions in this Special 
Section serve as a reminder that law is not merely a technical instrument but a powerful tool for 
social transformation. Through continued engagement, collaboration, and critical analysis, we can 
shape a legal landscape that is both progressive and equitable. 

I hope that you will enjoy reading the papers and find them thought-provoking and 
inspiring. Best wishes. 
 
Sincerely, 
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Muhamad Helmi Md Said 
Guest Editor 
Faculty of Law,  
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia, Malaysia 
Email: mhelmisaid@ukm.edu.my 
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