


An Inventory of The Multimodal Elements for the Transcription and Analysis of a TVC

	MODES OF MEANING

	VISUAL & 
SPATIAL MODE
	LINGUISTIC
MODE
	LITERARY
MODE
	AUDIO MODE
	GESTURAL MODE
	TECHNICAL
MODE

	ELEMENTS OF MODES

	Colour

Vectors

Setting

Location

Building

Background/

foreground

Images (photographs,

drawings, logo, graphics)

Attire/Costume

Hair/ Make up

Props / Objects

Design strategy

Decorations

Size

Layout Placement

Spacing

Animations

Font type and size

Underline, italic, bold

Capitalisation


	Language

Written / Spoken

Diagetic Text

Grammar

Lexis

Cohesion

Indexing

References

Voice

Form

Function

Pragmatics

Style

Slogan

Spoken

Dialect

Accent
Pace

Tone

Volume

Clarity

Fluency

Emphasis

Punctuation
	Genre

Narrative

Theme

Style

Structure

Plot

Storyline

Motif

Pattern

Characters

Personifi-cation

Setting 

Imagery

Symbolism

Metaphor

Allegory

Point of view

Irony
	Voice

Voice over

Dialogue

Solo/Group

Male/Female

Adult/Child

Music

Non –diagetic music sound

Ambient sounds

Instrumental

Instrument

Vocal

Classical

Popular

Folk

Western

Eastern

Fusion

Sound effects

Live

Studio

Found or custom recorded

Recorded speech

Natural

Perspective

Volume


	Facial  expression

Gaze

Proxemics

Proximity

Physical contact

Posture

Gesture

Movement         
	Shot type

Camera  

distance

Depth of field

Lighting

Symmetry (balanced, right-left)

Dimensions (vertical/

horizontal)

Recorded 
Live

Perspective

Angles

Focus

Point of view

Movement (left-right, up-down)

Editing

Cuts

Transitions (Fade/

Dissolve)

Pace

Zoom




Synopsis of PETRONAS Letchumi and Rokiah TVC. With a view of providing an introduction to the multiple modes in the TVC and a better understanding of the wider socio-cultural context, I provide a description of the opening scene and a short synopsis and summary of the TVC in the paragraphs that follow. The TVC shot numbers mentioned in this summary and following analysis can be referenced in Appendix B.  

The commercial opens with a black and white long shot of a school field on a bright sunny day with blue skies and white fluffy clouds. Two girls of different ethnicities, dressed in primary school pinafores, stand facing each other and adjusting each other’s hair. In the foreground, a man behind a camera faces the children in the act of taking their photograph. In the background, at the top left corner of the field, stands a flag post, from which flies the Jalur Gemilang, the Malaysian flag. 

The scene cuts to a series of medium shots, which provides a closer view of exchange of affection between them. The girls are seen smiling fondly at each other while adjusting each other’s hair. The scene then cuts back to a long shot and the girls turn away from each other and toward the photographer and pose for the camera with their arms around each other. All the while there is music in the background, an instrumental, western-classical, with violins as the lead instrument. This instrumental music (with a short female vocal (Ooohh) in the middle section) plays in the background throughout the entire commercial. The words ‘31 August 1957’ in white lettering can be seen the bottom of the shot throughout the entire first scene.

In following scenes, a montage of different decades in the lives of the two girls is seen, including those of them getting married, becoming mothers, and later having an argument which leads to a breakdown in their relationship and the death of one friend. The closing shot in the TVC is a flashback shot of the Scene 1, school scene, of the two friends as children in 1957. While Scene 1 (shot 1-4) contained the date 31 August 1957, in this flashback shot at the end (Shot 55), a different diagetic text appears at the bottom of the shot. The text reads: ‘When you remember the day, don’t forget the feeling’. Additionally, the name PETRONAS and the green and white logo appears in the top right corner of this otherwise black and white final shot. 

cultural norms and values of Malaysia. Therefore, while the interpretations of the PETRONAS TVC by viewers is can be categorised into three levels. 

Still shots of PETRONAS Two Friends TVC

	Shot No.
	Scene 1 Shot 1
	Scene 1 Shot 2
	Scene 1 Shot 3
	Scene 1 Shot 4

	Shot Image
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	Shot No.
	Scene 2 Shot 5
	Scene 2 Shot 6
	Scene 2 Shot 7
	Scene 2 Shot 8

	Shot Image
	[image: image5.jpg]



	[image: image6.jpg]



	[image: image7.jpg]# !Nu”mo LY
| p— p—





	[image: image8.jpg]




	Shot No.
	Scene 2 Shot 9
	Scene 3 Shot 10
	Scene 3 Shot 11
	Scene 3 Shot 12

	Shot Image
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	Shot No.
	Scene 3 Shot 13
	Scene 3 Shot 14
	Scene 3 Shot 15
	Scene 3 Shot 16

	Shot Image
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	Shot No.
	Scene 3 Shot 17
	Scene 3 Shot 18
	Scene 3 Shot 19
	Scene 4 Shot 20

	Shot Image
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	Shot No.
	Scene 4 Shot 21
	Scene 4 Shot 22
	Scene 4 Shot 23
	Scene 4 Shot 24

	Shot Image
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	Shot No.
	Scene 4 Shot 25
	Scene 4 Shot 26
	Scene 4 Shot 27
	Scene 5 Shot 28

	Shot Image
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	Shot No.
	Scene 5 Shot 29
	Scene 5 Shot 30
	Scene 6 Shot 31
	Scene 6 Shot 32

	Shot Image
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	Shot No.
	Scene 6 Shot 33
	Scene 6 Shot 34
	Scene 6 Shot 35
	Scene 6 Shot 36

	Shot Image
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	Shot No.
	Scene 6 Shot 37
	Scene 6 Shot 38
	Scene 6 Shot 39
	Scene 6 Shot 40

	Shot Image
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	Shot No.
	Scene 7 Shot 41
	Scene 7 Shot 42
	Scene 7 Shot 43
	Scene 7 Shot 44

	Shot Image
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	Shot No.
	Scene 7 Shot 45
	Scene 7 Shot 46
	Scene 7 Shot 47
	Scene 7 Shot 48

	Shot Image
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	Shot No.
	Scene 7 Shot 49
	Scene 7 Shot 50
	Scene 7 Shot 51
	Scene 7 Shot 52

	Shot Image
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	Shot No.
	Scene 8 Shot 53
	Scene 8 Shot 54
	Scene 8 Shot 55
	

	Shot Image
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When you remember the day
don't forget the feeling,




	


PETRONAS TVC Letchumi and Rokiah video clip

Internet links where video clip of PETRONAS TVC, Letchumi & Rokiah is available:

1. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V8m4Axnm4nM

2. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=okw2uskIGfg&feature=related
330

