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Dear Associate Professor Dr Jamaluddin Abdul Aziz,  
We wish to submit an original research article entitled “Faith, Love and Spiritual Growth in Norhafsah Hamid’s Will You Stay? and Will You Love Me?” for consideration by Akademika. 

We confirm that this work is original and has not been published elsewhere, nor is it currently under consideration for publication elsewhere.
In this paper, we use Layla Abdullah-Poulos’ concept of Stable Muslim Love Triangle to show that the portrayal of romance and desire in Norhafsah Hamid’s selected novels is aligned with an Islamic ethical framework. This study is significant in two ways; first, it expands the scope of the theory, which has previously been applied to reading the interplay of faith and romance in African American fiction, thus demonstrating the theory’s adaptability by applying it to contemporary Malaysian novels that engage with both romance and Islamic values. Second, this article shows that by embedding Islamic values within romantic relationships, Norhafsah Hamid’s novels not only affirm Islam’s recognition of romance as a means of spiritual elevation, but also offer a critical intervention into Malaysian Literature in English by contributing to a discourse that moves beyond the binaries of religion and modernity.

We believe that this manuscript is appropriate for publication by Akademika because it contributes to the scholarship on Malaysian Literature in English by opening up discussion on Malaysia’s dynamic religious history as well as socio-religious consciousness through a new trend in popular fiction circulating in the mass market.
We have no conflicts of interest to disclose. 

Please address all correspondence concerning this manuscript to me at amrahamajid@usm.my
Thank you for your consideration of this manuscript. 
Sincerely,
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