Appendix A – Measurement Scales 

Table A1. Descriptive Statistics for Items Related to Social Media Political Information Use (n = 379)
	No
	Item
	Mean
	Standard Deviation

	SeU1
	To form my own political identity or beliefs
	3.28
	0.943

	SeU2
	To evaluate my political behavior
	3.40
	0.924

	SeU3
	To observe how others cope with problems or situations like mine
	3.71
	0.909

	AO1
	To decide on which party or candidate, or what political cause to support
	3.36
	0.984

	AO2
	To decide on how to vote during elections
	3.44
	0.991

	SoU1
	To keep up to date with various local and/or international political affairs
	4.07
	0.947

	SoU2
	To understand various local and/or international political affairs
	4.03
	0.857

	IO1
	To be exposed to the different thoughts and/or behavior of people with different political beliefs
	3.74
	1.019

	IO2
	To learn from others’ experiences on ways to deal with or respond to people with different political beliefs and/or behavior
	3.69
	0.969

	SolP1
	Because I really enjoy reading political information posted on this platform
	3.25
	1.020

	SolP2
	Because it is a convenient way to spend my free time
	3.26
	1.074

	SolP3
	When I am alone
	3.15
	1.097

	SocP1
	To interact with friends
	3.06
	1.132

	SocP2
	To look for activities to do together with my friends
	2.73
	1.122

	SocP3
	To immerse myself in a political event without being there physically
	2.94
	1.148


Note: SeU=Self-Understanding; AO=Action Orientation; SoU=Social Understanding; IO=Interaction Orientation; SolP=Solitary Play; SocP=Social Play


Table A2. Descriptive Statistics for Items Related to Factual Political Knowledge (n = 379)
	No
	Item
	Mean
	Standard Deviation

	FK1
	Name the current Prime Minister of Malaysia.
	379
	100

	FK2
	Which political coalition holds the majority in the Malaysian House of Representatives (Dewan Rakyat)?
	285
	75.2

	FK3
	Name the largest opposition party in Malaysia.
	94
	24.8

	FK4
	What is the maximum time period between each general election in Malaysia?
	314
	82.8

	FK5
	Among the 11 countries listed, which country is not a member of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)?
	291
	76.8


Note: FK=Factual Political Knowledge


Table A3. Descriptive Statistics for Items Related to Structural Political Knowledge (n = 379)
	No
	Item
	Mean
	Standard Deviation

	SK1
	What is the main controversy surrounding Najib Razak?
	365
	96.3

	SK2
	In Malaysia, who is allowed to vote in a general election?
	47
	12.4

	SK3
	Myanmar’s membership was once been called to be stripped off from ASEAN. What is the main reason for this call?
	5
	1.3


Note: SK=Structural Political Knowledge


Table A4. Descriptive Statistics for Items Related to Internal Political Efficacy (n = 379)
	No
	Item
	Mean
	Standard Deviation

	IPE1
	I know more about politics than most people of my age
	2.68
	0.912

	IPE2
	I have sufficient knowledge to participate in politics
	2.52
	0.927

	IPE3
	I have good understanding of the political and electoral processes
	3.08
	0.953

	IPE4
	I am aware of the important political campaign issues in the election
	3.40
	0.924

	IPE5
	I know the backgrounds of the representatives in my constituency
	2.82
	0.976


Note: IPE=Internal Political Efficacy
Table A5. Descriptive Statistics for Items Related to External Political Efficacy (n = 379)
	No
	Item
	Mean
	Standard Deviation

	EPE1
	Most of our leaders are dedicated to serve our country
	3.02
	0.978

	EPE2
	The very powerful leaders in government care very little about the peoples’ opinion
	3.22
	0.966

	EPE3
	In this country, a few individuals have a lot of political power, while the rest of the people have very little power
	3.55
	0.917

	EPE4
	Political parties are only interested in gaining votes but not about voters’ opinions
	3.52
	0.995


Note: EPE=External Political Efficacy


Table A6. Descriptive Statistics for Items Related to Offline Political Participation (n = 379)
	No
	Item
	Mean
	Standard Deviation

	OPP1
	Talked and discussed politics with family members and/or close friends either through face-to-face or phone calls
	2.92
	1.443

	OPP2
	Talked and discussed politics with colleagues, acquaintances and/or strangers either through face-to-face or phone calls
	2.58
	1.428

	OPP3
	Wore a bracelet sign or other symbol to show support for a political cause (e.g. a badge, a T-shirt, a campaign logo or sticker with political messages)
	1.29
	0.816

	OPP4
	Attended political meetings, rallies, demonstrations, organized protests, speeches or public forums
	1.32
	0.805

	OPP5
	Donated money to a candidate, political party or political cause
	1.21
	0.696

	OPP6
	Met people face-to-face to raise funds for a political party or political cause
	1.19
	0.710

	OPP7
	Actively campaigned for a candidate, political party or political cause of your choice
	1.23
	0.77

	OPP8
	Purchased political merchandise of a candidate, political party or political cause
	1.20
	0.706

	OPP9
	Signed a paper petition
	1.59
	0.994

	OPP10
	Contacted a politician or government official in person, by telephone or letter about a political issue of personal importance
	1.25
	0.801

	OPP11
	Wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper about a political issue of personal importance
	1.19
	0.755

	OPP12
	Been physically involved in public interest groups, political action groups, political organizations/clubs or party committees
	1.26
	0.790

	OPP13
	Distributed leaflets with political content
	1.19
	0.724

	OPP14
	Boycotted or bought certain products for political reasons
	1.27
	0.834

	OPP15
	Wrote political messages or graffiti on walls
	1.16
	0.676

	OPP16
	Participated in political actions that might be illegal (e.g. burning a flag, throwing stones, …)
	1.14
	0.636


Note: OPP=Offline Political Participation



Table A7. Descriptive Statistics for Items Related to Online Political Participation (n = 379)
	No
	Item
	Mean
	Standard Deviation

	OLPP1
	Sent an e-mail or short online message to a national, state or local government official or a politician about a political issue of personal importance
	1.16
	0.544

	OLPP2
	Uploaded a political video to YouTube or similar online sites
	1.16
	0.549

	OLPP3
	Forwarded links of videos or news articles with political content
	1.67
	1.071

	OLPP4
	Signed an online petition
	1.61
	0.971

	OLPP5
	Donated money online to a candidate, political party or political cause
	1.17
	0.607

	OLPP6
	Visited the website of a candidate, political party or political cause
	1.76
	1.099

	OLPP7
	Looked for more information online about candidates’ positions on certain public issues
	2.04
	1.151

	OLPP8
	Checked online about the accuracy of claims made by or about the candidates
	2.14
	1.304

	OLPP9
	Watched political videos online
	2.35
	1.331


Note: OLPP=Online Political Participation


Table A8. Descriptive Statistics for Items Related to Cyber Political Participation (n = 379)
	No
	Item
	Mean
	Standard Deviation

	CPP1
	Discussed politics on social media platforms
	1.65
	1.067

	CPP2
	Communicated with family members and/or close friends online about politics
	2.09
	1.238

	CPP3
	Communicated with colleagues, acquaintances and/or strangers online about politics
	1.83
	1.168

	CPP4
	Encouraged someone online to register as a voter or to cast a vote
	1.69
	1.153

	CPP5
	Started or joined a political group/organization or group supporting a political cause online
	1.25
	0.755

	CPP6
	Participated in an online question-and-answer session with a politician
	1.26
	0.746

	CPP7
	Posted comments on a news website or political blog
	1.31
	0.840

	CPP8
	Posted comments, questions or information about politics online
	1.35
	0.803

	CPP9
	Linked news, music or videos with political content to my contacts on social media platforms
	1.43
	0.904

	CPP10
	Signed up as a ‘friend’ of a candidate or political leader
	1.43
	0.944


Note: CPP=Cyber Political Participation

