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APPENDIX A
Interview Questions about Bachelor’s Thesis Writing

Semi-structured interviews with thesis advisors
1. What do you think is the major function of bachelor’s theses for English majors?
2. What textual qualities do you think a good bachelor’s thesis should have?
3. Do you think the knowledge of different genres is important when students develop their bachelor’s theses? If yes, what genres are the most important? If no, why not?
4. What should the students be able to do in the different genres in their theses?
5. When conferencing with students, what aspects in their theses do you pay the most attention to? What kind of feedback do you usually give?
6. What difficulties do you think the students normally have in developing the different genres (sections) in their theses? And how did you help the students resolve them?
7. To what extent do you think the writing norms and assessment rubrics are helpful with your supervision as well as the students’ writing?

Text-based interviews with thesis advisors
1. Analysing a small corpus of bachelor’s theses consisting of those written by English majors from the past five years, I’ve found a considerable number of reports (including descriptive reports, compositional reports and classifying reports), far exceeding the number of arguments that have been employed. How do you account for this preference?

Semi-structured interviews with thesis writers
1. What do you think is the major function of bachelor’s thesis as an English major?
2. What textual qualities do you think a good bachelor’s thesis should have?
3. Do you think the knowledge of different genres is important when you are developing your thesis? If yes, what genres are the most important/difficult? If no, why not?
4. Have you encountered any difficulties in developing the different genres (sections) in your thesis? If yes, what were they and how did you resolve them?
5. When drafting your thesis or conferencing with the advisor, what aspects in your theses do you pay the most attention to? What kind of feedback do you usually expect from the advisor?
6. To what extent do you think the writing norms and assessment rubrics are helpful with your thesis writing? 

Text-based interviews with thesis writers
1. When developing this section of your thesis, what effects/purposes do you mostly want to achieve? I thought this was [the name of the genre/stage]. Does that seem a fair assessment to you?
2. In your thesis, I’ve found a considerable number of [the name of the genre], far exceeding the number of [the name of the genre] that you’ve employed. How do you account for this preference?
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