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Abstract
It is common to notice consonants to behave differently and be adoptive to the junctures when they establish contacts between other consonants and vowels. Such adaptive measures simply ensure harmony reconciliation is established between the elements in contact. Regular forms of interactions such as deletion, assimilation, insertion and so on are common reactions at the juncture. It is, however, not common to witness a single consonant to trigger almost all of such reactions, in the reduplications. As such, the reduplicative words and ‘ordinary terms’ behave differently; the reduplicant within the former tends to reduce markedness of its prosodically weak position in many ways, while the same markedness is tolerated within the base words. Such abnormalities of reduplicative words have been attested in many languages, on both perspectives - as a case of markedness reduce and markedness increase. Segments within individual terms behave differently, be observant of the order and change that accepted in the language system. The labial nasal in the Tamil language, a south Dravidian language, displays a handful of behavioural patterns within both the reduplication and simple term. The labial nasal /m/ tends to instigate both markedness reducing and markedness increasing within reduplications and simple terms. It responds at least in seven different ways (in isolate or simultaneous) in reduplications, suggesting that the markedness reducing and markedness increasing should be addressed as a context-sensitive issue of reduplicant-base and term versus term interfaces, as well.
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