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ABSTRACT

Verbal input is integral and the core component in any language learning materials. As such, despite the incorporation of non-verbal input to facilitate language learning, language learners, more often than not, attend more to the verbal versus the non-verbal component. This paper examines whether such processing also applies when language learners are learning other expository materials in the language that they are still acquiring proficiency in. In particular, we examined English as a second language (ESL) learners’ eye fixations when reading a science passage in English that incorporates both verbal and graphic input. Additionally, short retrospective interviews were conducted to explore the reasons behind the learners’ processing. Analysis of the eye tracking data indicate that similar to the processing of language learning materials, the ESL learners’ processing of the science passage was also heavily text-based. Findings from the retrospective interviews indicate that although a heavily text-based processing was evident, most of the learners found the graphic input helpful. Analysis of the interviews also revealed that some learners were not aware of the strategy that they employed during reading. Although the eye tracking data imply that the ESL learners lacked the awareness and strategy to read and process expository texts in English effectively, the interviews suggest that this is not an entirely hopeless case as the ESL learners did realize the potential and benefits of processing the accompanying diagram for overall comprehension.
 
Keywords: multiple representations; language learners; processing; eye tracking; interview 

1

