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Dear Editor-in-Chief,
[bookmark: _GoBack]We are happy to submit our paper entitled ‘Grammaticalization of future-time reference markers in Korean and Thai’ for consideration of publication in GEMA: Online® Journal of Language Studies. 
This manuscript has grown out of our presentation at the Workshop ‘Futures of the Past: The Diachrony of Future Constructions across Languages’ at Heinrich-Heine University-Düsseldorf, March 2023. It addresses grammaticalization of future/futurity markers in Korean and Thai, comparing the morphosyntactic and conceptual motivations that enabled their development in these two genealogically, areally, typologically distinct languages. It is a conceptual, descriptive analysis, based on diverse data sources, not involving experiment. We believe that this comparative study will contribute to a better understanding of grammaticalization of future/futurity markers with respect to their motivations that operate behind the development.
We are researchers of Korean and Thai linguistics, and we contributed to the manuscript equally. We also affirm that this paper is not under consideration of publication elsewhere in any form. We also declare that the authors have no conflicts of interest to declare.
We have made sure our manuscript fully complies with the journal guidelines. The manuscript is 6,931 words in length inclusive of the abstract, acknowledgments, references, and bios, and fits within the prescribed range of 5,000-7,000 words (5,932 words for the main text only). The References list 27 items (within the 15-30 range), 9 of them (33%) are journal articles (over the minimum 30%), and 7 items are dated within the last 5 years. All citation styles have also been meticulously checked for accuracy.
Thank you in advance for your kind consideration.
Sincerely yours,

Seongha Rhee (first author)
Kultida Khammee (corresponding author) 
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