	No.
	Comments/Suggestions
	Remarks

	1.
	Both comments have been combined: 

The author/authors might want to
analyze more in detail the differences  between government  and civil
society responses in the US and China.

AND 

In the US case, decentralisation as well as civil society's responses need to be elaborated
further.
	
First of all, we would like to thank the reviewers for taking the time to go through our manuscript. We truly appreciate their comments and suggestions to make our manuscript better. We have incorporated all of them and revisions have been made. 

I have added a few sentences on pages 10 and 11 to explain the responses of the civil society and how the decentralisation in the US (sharing of power) has shaped civil societies’ responses. 

	2.
	Concluding that China's top down
approach seems to be more effective is also quite subjective. Initially
China did have some major successes but later on, one can sense that the Chinese government is still unable to  control the pandemic.
	We agree with the reviewer that the current situation in China is seen to be in disarray due to the omicron variant. Infection cases have also risen in many other countries due to how easily this variant spreads. For example, the US, with the easing of restrictions, currently has an average of 70,000 confirmed cases in a week and more than 500 deaths on a weekly average. 

In facing the omicron variant, China has adopted a ‘zero-Covid strategy’, which is unconventional and unpopular. It is, however, not easy to maintain an enduring ‘zero-Covid strategy’ as there would be massive pressure for countries to open up and return to normalcy. If we look at the reopening of the economy and easing of restrictions as indicators that a country has been able to control the pandemic, that in my opinion, is not a true indication of how well the government has managed the pandemic, especially when the number of confirmed cases and deaths remained substantial. 

Hence, as of now, it is too early to conclude that the Chinese government is not able to control the pandemic. 

 

	3.
	At the same time the analysis needs to explain the effect of how individual rights  became one of the most contentious issue in
battling the pandemic in the US.
	This suggestion has been included on page 11. We have added a discussion on how the emphasis on individual rights may pose a challenge to the government when drafting the pandemic responses. The government was constantly faced with mounting pressure to drop certain pandemic measures because they violated individual rights.  

	4.
	there are other concerns that are more related
to the technical problems that have been identified in the article (revised version) as needing to be addressed.


i) Rewrite this sentence to remove the personal pronoun ‘we’. Applicable to whole article.


ii) Instead of drawing conclusions (in the introduction), perhaps write about what you want to study

iii) Revise for accuracy (remove ‘we’)


iv) Check for consistency in the references




v) Please put his full name. Xi Jinping, President of the People's Republic of China

vi) Is it significant to mention his other position instead of as President of the People’s Republic of China. 


vii) Other comments in track changes

	First of all, thank you very much for your effort in highlighting the changes that need to be made in our manuscript. It has made the revision process much direct and easier. 




i) Suggestion has been taken and we have removed all the pronoun, ‘we’ and substitute with, ‘The authors’. 




ii) Changes has been made. Thank you. 






iii) This has been rectified. Thank you. 



iv) Yes, we followed APA referencing style. According to APA, for quotation, page number should be included. Hence, it is maintained. 



v) Thank you for the good suggestion. This    has been rectified. 



vi) [bookmark: _GoBack]It is important to highlight President Xi as the Chairman of the Central Military Commission in this section because it was about mobilising military medics and troops, in which only the chairman has the authority to give the command. 


vii) We are extremely thankful to the reviewer for improving our phrases and grammar. Most of the track changes have been accepted. Only certain sentences were left as they are because modifying them would change the meaning that we wish to express.  We have also maintained the referencing style for Greer, S.L., Jarman, H. etc in the list of references because we are using the APA style. 


	5. 
	To fine-tune and update your manuscript by taking into consideration certain events and changes that have recently occurred
	This good suggestion has been taken into account. We talked about how the emergence of the Omicron variant may pose a challenge to the resilience of China’s governance model and the doubt about the ‘zero-Covid policy’ in the conclusion. More should be added but because of the 6000 words limit, we only include the major event (our word count is 5997).  Thank you so much. 



