Is Social Media The Top Priority For Seeking And Sharing Information About Covid-19 Among Indonesian Students?
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ABSTRACT
[bookmark: _GoBack]This study aims to evaluate whether social media plays a role as the main source of information about Covid-19 and at the same time as information sharing. Research on information seeking behaviour, information needs and information sharing has received increasing attention from various scientific communities since Covid-19 was declared a global epidemic, however, efforts to compare the capabilities of digital and interpersonal media in both aspects of seeking and sharing information in Indonesia, not much done. Among the siege of information sources, identifying the main sources of information used by students is an important key if the government is to intervene in policies to overcome the pandemic. Conducting an online survey on 624 students, this study revealed that social media, which appears to be dominant as a source of Covid-19 information, cannot influence the behaviour of sharing information about Covid-19 with others. Indonesian students are moved to pass on the information from interpersonal communication media. The two-stage communication model, individuals obtain information from the media and then discuss the information with others, that emerged in the conventional communication era is still proven to be valid in today's digital era. The issue of trust is still inherent in social media, which makes it difficult to confirm information on social media to be shared with others. The study also contributes as a basis for university policy to design an effective health communication strategy related to Covid-19 based on information-seeking behaviour, information needs, and information dissemination behaviour among students. 
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